
 BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

 BENTON, LOUISIANA 

 MINUTES 

 September 20, 2017 

www.bossierparishla.gov 

The Bossier Parish Police Jury met in regular and legal session on the 20
th
 day of September, 2017, at 2:00 p.m., 

in the Police Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana. The President, Mr. Bob Brotherton, 

called the meeting to order.  The invocation was given by Mr. Doug Rimmer, and the pledge of allegiance was led by Mr. 

Fred Shewmake.  The Parish Secretary, Ms. Rachel Hauser, called the roll, with all members present, as follows: 

Mr. Rick Avery    Mr. Jerome Darby 

Ms. Wanda Bennett   Mr. Mac Plummer 

Mr. Glenn Benton   Mr. Doug Rimmer 

Mr. Bob Brotherton   Mr. Tom Salzer 

Mr. Jimmy Cochran   Mr. Fred Shewmake 

Mr. Sonny Cook    Mr. Jack Skaggs 

***  

Others present were Mr. Bill Altimus, Parish Administrator; Mr. Patrick Jackson, Parish Attorney; Mr. Joe E. 

ñButchò Ford, Jr., Parish Engineer; Ms. Rachel Hauser, Parish Secretary. 

***  

 Motion was made by Mr . Rimmer, seconded by Ms. Bennett, to adopt the minutes of the August 2, 2017, 

and August 16, 2017, regular meetings, and the August 16, 2017, Finance Committee meeting, as published. 

 The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

***  

 Ms. Hauser announced that the police jury will now convene as a Board of Tax Review to hear protests on 2017 

tax assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   Mr. Bobby Edmiston, Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, 

and Mr. Scott Stephens, Deputy Assessor, were present.   

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of Aaronôs, Inc., P.O. Box 2437, Smyrna, GA 30081. No one was present 

on behalf of the taxpayer. 

 Motion was made by Mr. Skaggs, seconded by Mr. Plummer, to uphold the assessment of personal 

property owned by Aaronôs, Inc., 1880 Airline Drive, Assessment No. 145384, as established by the Bossier Parish 

Tax Assessor.  

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously.  

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner: Aaronôs, Inc. 

                (Personal property) 

Legal Description:  Personal property located on TR 5P3B-PP01, 1880 Airline Drive,          

  SEC 27, T18N, R13W, Bossier Parish, LA. 

Assessment Number: 145384 

Protested Assessed Value: $112,439 

 WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and no one appeared before the 

Board of Tax Review representing the taxpayer.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 145384 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $112,439.  

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Skaggs, seconded by Mr. Plummer. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 

20
th
 day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER                   BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of Stallion Oilfield Services, 205 Highway 164, Bldg. B, Houston, TX 

77024.  No one was present on behalf of the taxpayer. 

 Motion was made by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs, to uphold the assessment of property owned by 

Stallion Oilfield Services, located on Tract 6C1 in Section 23, Township 18 North, Range 11 West, Bossier Parish, 

LA, Assessment No. 174436, as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner: Stallion Oilfield Services 

                (Personal property) 

Legal Description:  Movable personal property located on Tract 6C1, in SEC 23, T18N, R11W, Bossier Parish, 

                          LA. 

Assessment Number: 174436 

Protested Assessed Value: $223,469 
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 WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and no one appeared before the 

Board of Tax Review representing the taxpayer.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 174436 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $223,469.  

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 20
th
 

day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of Centric Pipe, LLC, 919 Congress Ave., Ste. 1450, Austin, TX 78701.  

No one was present on behalf of the taxpayer.  

 Motion was made by Mr. Shewmake, seconded by Mr. Plummer, to uphold the assessment of property 

owned by Centric Pipe, LLC, located at 430 Hamilton Road, Bossier City, LA 71111, Assessment No. 146588, as 

established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner:  Centric Pipe, LLC 

      (Personal Property) 

Legal Description:  Movable personal property located on Tract 4A, in SEC 28, T18N, R13W, 430 Hamilton 

  Road, Bossier City, Bossier Parish, LA 

Assessment Number: 146588 

Protested Assessed Value: $1,275,737 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and no one appeared before the 

Board of Tax Review representing the taxpayer.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 146588 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $1,275,737. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Shewmake, seconded by Mr. Plummer. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on 

this 20
th
 day of September, 2017.  

 RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of William T. Poe & Associates, Inc., d/b/a Explosive Service 

International, Ltd., 9985 Baringer Forman Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70809, Assessment No. 181292.  No one was present.  

 Motion was made by Mr. Plummer, seconded by Mr. Salzer, to uphold the assessment of property owned 

by William T. Poe & Associates, Inc., d/b/a Explosive Service International, Ltd., Camp Minden Explosive 

Disposal Project, located on Tract 5, Section 12, Township 18 North, Range 11 West, Assessment No. 181292, as 

established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner:  William T. Poe & Associates, Inc., d/b/a Explosive Services     

   International , Ltd 

Legal Description:  Camp Minden Explosive Disposal Project located TR 5, SEC 18, T18N, R11W 

Assessment Number: 181292 

Protested Assessed Value: $764,100 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and no one appeared before the 

Board of Tax Review representing the taxpayer.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 181292 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $764,100. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Plummer, seconded by Mr. Salzer. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 

20
th
 day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY  

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of Warren and Linda Windham, 2600 Cypress Village Drive, Benton, LA, 

Assessment No. 100929.  Mr. Warren Windham and Ms. Linda Windham were present. 

 Mr. Windham stated that they are not protesting the assessed value of their home, but the assessed value of the 

land.  He stated that in 2015 the land value was assessed at $90,000.00, and in 2016, the assessed value of the land 

increased to $140,000.00.  He presented information obtained from Zillow.com, as well as information from the Bossier 
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Parish Assessorôs Office for land values of property on Parks Road with lake frontage.  He stated that land values for 

larger lots with access to open water in surrounding areas have been assessed for less than their lot which is less than an 

acre.  Mr. Windham stated that water access to their property in White Oak Creek is filled with stumps, and water 

recreation is limited to fishing, while other areas of the lake are open water and a variety of water recreation is available. 

 Mr. Avery asked the Windhamôs what they believe is a fair value of their lot.  Mr. Windham stated that their 

land value should be assessed at $90,000.00.  Ms. Windham stated that they feel their land should be valued the same as 

other land values located within a mile of their lot which is $90,000.00.  Mr. Windham stated that a lot located within one 

mile of their home on Parks Road with more acreage and a home on the lake has been assessed at $90,000.00, and a lot 

with three acres on the lake has been assessed for $90,000.00.  Ms. Windham stated that both of these lots are on open 

water, and their home is located on an inlet with stumps. 

 Mr. Avery asked for the measurement of the lake frontage on the Windham property.   Mr. Windham stated that 

he is unsure of the measurement of his lake frontage.  Ms. Windham stated that the lots on Cypress Village Drive have a 

higher assessed value than the larger lots previously discussed on Parks Road that have access to open water.  She stated 

that the majority of the lots on Parks Road with open water access have lower assessed values than their lot of less than 

one acre on Cypress Village Drive. 

 Ms. Windham requested that their lot be assessed equally with other lots around the lake.  Ms. Bennett stated 

that she understands the complaint as being that the Windhamôs feel that their property was unfairly assessed at a higher 

price based on the assessed value of larger lots on open water.  The Windhamôs concurred. 

 Ms. Windham stated that in 2003, the value of their lot was assessed at $40,000.00 and in 2016 their lot was 

assessed at $140,000.00. 

 Mr. Brotherton asked if there is a difference in the assessment in the value of a lot depending on the location on 

the lake.  Mr. Edmiston stated that when assessing property on a lake or golf course, not all lots are assessed the same and 

many different variables are used when determining the value of property located on a lake and golf course. 

 Mr. Cochran asked if there are properties near the Windhamôs that have an assessed value of $140,000.00 or 

more.  Mr. Edmiston referred to a document provided to the police jurors which provides comparable lot values in 

Cypress Bay Subdivision, Unit No. IV.  He stated that the lowest lot value in Mr. and Mrs. Windhamôs subdivision is 

$125,000.00 and the highest is $180,000.00.  Ms. Skaggs asked why the cost per square feet of homes in this subdivision 

vary.  Mr. Edmiston stated that the cost per square feet of a home varies depending on the type of construction, if the 

assessed value of the home is frozen due to the Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze, and a variety of other different 

reasons. 

 Mr. Edmiston also referenced land sale comparisons in the area near the Windhamôs home located in a cove on 

the lake.  He stated that Lot 1, Cypress Bay Subdivision, Unit No. VB, sold for $155,000.00 which is located on a small 

body of water, and Lot 18, Waterôs Edge Subdivision, Phase 1, sold for $200,000.00.  Mr. Edmiston presented additional 

information on lot sales located on the water.  He stated that lots cannot be purchased on the water for less than 

$150,000.00. 

 Mr. Edmiston stated that the Windhamôs property has been reviewed many times and feels that the assessed 

value of the home and land are accurate.  Ms. Windham asked for an explanation as to why their property has a higher 

assessed value than other properties on the lake.  Mr. Edmiston stated that this hearing is to determine whether the 

assessed value of the Windhamôs home and land is accurate.  He stated that appraisals are an opinion of value and the 

values assessed to the Windhamôs property is the Bossier Parish Assessorôs opinion. 

 Mr. Avery asked for the total assessed value of the home and land at 2600 Cypress Village Drive.  Mr. Edmiston 

stated that the total assessed value is $374,100.00. 

 Mr. Edmiston stated that the Windhamôs property has 205 feet of lakefront. 

 Mr. Windham stated that it is the assessorôs discretion to determine the value only of property, not sales. Mr. 

Avery stated that location and the amount of lake frontage on property determines the value of a piece of property. 

 Motion was made by Mr. Benton, seconded by Mr. Plummer, to uphold the assessment of property 

owned by Warren and Linda Windham, 2600 Cypress Village Drive, Benton, LA, Assessment No. 100929, as 

established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  Mr. Skaggs stated that the Windhamôs property is the third highest 

rated price per square foot, with the highest rated price per square foot home having approximately 500 less square feet, 

and the fourth highest rated price per square foot home having approximately 500 more square feet than the Windhamôs 

home.  Mr. Edmiston stated that many homes in this area are frozen due to the age of the home. 

Mr. Cochran stated that he feels that the Windhamôs have a valid protest pertaining to the value of their 

property.  Mr. Avery recommended that this matter be taken under advisement.  Mr. Skaggs advised that there are time 

restraints on submitting documents to the Tax Commission and a ruling on this matter will need to be made today. 

Ms. Beth Ketcham, 2467 Cypress Village Drive, Benton, LA, stated that she lives in the same subdivision as the 

Windhamôs.  She stated that her property is on open water, and the Windhamôs property is located in the creek.  She 

further stated that the lots on each side of the Windhamôs property are valued at $90,000.00 each, and the Windhamôs 

property is valued at $140,000.00.  Ms. Ketcham stated that it appears that someone made a decision on the assessed 

value of the Windhamôs property based on something other than the properties located next to the Windhamôs property.  

She stated that the Windhamôs property has not been fairly assessed. 

After further discussion, votes were cast and the motion carried with the following vote recorded: 

AYES:  Mr. Avery, Mr. Benton, Mr. Brothe rton, Mr. Cook, Mr. Plummer, Mr. Rimmer, Mr. Salzer, Mr. 

  Shewmake 

NAYS:  Mr. Cochran, Mr. Darby, Mr. Skaggs 

ABSTAIN:  Ms. Bennett 

ABSENT: None 

RESOLUTION 
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WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner: Warren and Linda Windham 

Legal Description:  Lot 69, Cypress Bay Unit IV, Correction Plat  

   (Land only) 

Assessment Number: 100929 

Protested Assessed Value: $14,000 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and Warren and Linda Windham 

appeared before the Board of Tax Review.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 100929 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $14,000.  

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Benton, seconded by Mr. Plummer. It was duly adopted on this 20th day of 

September, 2017, with the following vote recorded: 

 AYES:  Mr. Avery, Mr. Benton, Mr. Brotherton, Mr. Cook, Mr. Plummer, Mr. Rimmer, Mr. Salzer, Mr. 

  Shewmake 

NAYS:  Mr. Cochran, Mr. Darby, Mr. Skaggs 

ABSTAIN:  Ms. Bennett 

ABSENT: None 

RACHEL D. HAUSER BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protest of TRU 2005 RE I, LLC/Toys R Us, 2918 East Texas Street, Bossier City, 

LA.  No one was present on behalf of the taxpayer.  

 Motion was made by Mr. Shewmake, seconded by Mr. Benton, to uphold the assessment of property 

owned by TRU 2005 RE I, LLC/Toys R Us, 2918 East Texas Street, Bossier City, LA, Assessment No. 139153, as 

established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner: TRU 2005 RE I, LLC 

Legal Description:  Toys R Us, 2918 E. Texas Street, Bossier City, Bossier Parish, LA 

Assessment Number: 139153 

Protested Assessed Value: $268,060 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and no one appeared before the 

Board of Tax Review representing the taxpayer.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 139153 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $268,060.  

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Shewmake, seconded by Mr. Benton. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 

20
th
 day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Mr. Edmiston announced the protests of Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership and Diamond Jacks Casino & 

Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, LA.  Mr. Will Huguet, Keen Miller, LLP, was present on behalf of 

Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership for Assessment Nos. 130527, 130529, and 149696, and on behalf of Diamond 

Jacks Casino & Resort for Assessment No. 146240. 

 Mr. Huguet stated that raw data was submitted with the appeal, but the final appraiserôs expert report will be 

submitted at a later date.  He stated that all of Diamond Jackôs is currently assessed at approximately $70 million.  He 

further stated that in June of 2016, his client paid, including an assumption of debt, approximately $10 million for 

Diamond Jackôs, which is seven times less than the appraised value.  He stated that the purchase price of Diamond Jackôs 

shows that the assessment does not capture the fair market value. 

 Mr. Huguet stated that his client is not requesting that the property be assessed at the $10 million paid for 

Diamond Jackôs, but requesting an assessed value of $27 million.  He referenced a letter from Mr. Brian Brandstetter, 

Property Tax Service Company, regarding cost method of accounting and how it is not useful here due in part to the 

impact of years of lack of investment in maintenance in the property, obsolescence, design versus competing casinos, 

negative external forces from overcrowding, declining local gaming industry, and lack of revenue. 

 Mr. Huguet stated that the assessed value of $70 million was set in 2013 when Diamond Jackôs was in better 

condition, more hotel rooms were available, gaming market and gross revenues were healthier, and the effects of 

Margaritaville had not been felt. 

 Mr. Huguet presented a market share analysis from the Louisiana Gaming Control Board which shows a steady 

decline of revenue.  He stated that income strongly drives the market, and Diamond Jackôs has persistent operating losses 

which should be used to determine the fair market value.  Mr. Huguet stated that the depreciation has also increased, 

stating that 153 of 570 rooms are no longer available due to disrepair.   
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 Mr. Huguet stated that millions of dollars would have to be spent on Diamond Jackôs properties to make them 

competitive.  He stated that Diamond Jackôs does not have the resources to bear the brunt of the loss in the declining 

gaming market. 

 Mr. Huguet stated that they use an income approach, while the assessorôs office uses a cost approach when 

valuing properties.  He stated that the cost approach does not account for adjustment for physical, functional economic 

obsolescence. 

 Mr. Huguet stated that market value paid at $10 million and income which is negative both reveal that the 

assessorôs cost approach is not properly capturing fair market value. 

 Mr. Huguet presented a document which compares Horseshoe Casino and Margaritaville to Diamond Jackôs and 

shows how out of proportion Diamond Jackôs assessed rate is when compared to its competitors.  He provided additional 

information pertaining to adjusted gross revenue of the casinos.   

 Mr. Avery stated that the property value is not affected by the loss of revenue.  He stated that there would be a 

significant value in the property even if the casino closed. 

 There was further discussion regarding market shares and revenues. 

 Mr. Edmiston presented the Louisiana Tax Commission Commercial Estimate which values the real property at 

$51,356,000.00.  He stated that in 2015, the Louisiana Tax Commission set the value of Diamond Jackôs boat at 

$51,356,000.00.  

 Mr. Edmiston presented the appraisal of the Louisiana Tax Commission from 2015 which valued the property at 

the current value assessed by the Assessorôs Office.  He stated that the $27 million assessed value requested is for all 

properties, moveable and immovable, inside and outside of the hotel and casino. 

 After further discussion, motion was made by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs, to uphold the 

assessment of property owned by Diamond Jacks Casino & Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, LA, 

and to uphold the assessments of property owned by Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership, 711 Diamond 

Jacks Blvd, Bossier City, LA, Assessment Nos. 130527, 130529, 149696, and 146240, as established by the Bossier 

Parish Tax Assessor.   

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner:  Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership  

Legal Description:  Diamond Jacks Casino & Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, Bossier Parish, 

  LA 

Assessment Number: 130527 

Protested Assessed Value: $259,710 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and Mr. Will Huguet, Keen Miller, 

LLP no one appeared before the Board of Tax Review on behalf of the taxpayer. 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 130527 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $259,710. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 20
th
 

day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY  

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner:  Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership  

Legal Description:  Diamond Jacks Casino & Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, Bossier Parish, 

  LA 

Assessment Number: 130529 

Protested Assessed Value: $7,412,550 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and Mr. Will Huguet, Keen Miller, 

LLP no one appeared before the Board of Tax Review on behalf of the taxpayer. 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 130529 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $7,412,550. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 20
th 

day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY  

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner:  Louisiana Riverboat Gaming Partnership  
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Legal Description:  Diamond Jacks Casino & Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, Bossier Parish, 

  LA 

Assessment Number: 149696 

Protested Assessed Value: $492,470 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and Mr. Will Huguet, Keen Miller, 

LLP no one appeared before the Board of Tax Review on behalf of the taxpayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 149696 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $492,470. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 20
th
 

day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY         BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY  

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Bossier Parish Police Jury met as a Board of Tax Review on September 20, 2017, in the Police 

Jury Meeting Room, Bossier Parish Courthouse, Benton, Louisiana, for the purpose of hearing protests on 2017 tax 

assessments as established by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, in accordance with the state law; and  

  WHEREAS, the following assessment was protested:  

Property Owner: Diamond Jacks Casino & Resort 

  (Personal Property) 

Legal Description:  Personal Property located on TR 13-A, Sec 32, T18N, R13W, at Diamond Jacks Casino & 

  Resort, 711 Diamond Jacks Blvd., Bossier City, Bossier Parish, LA 

Assessment Number: 146240 

Protested Assessed Value: $1,663,383 

WHEREAS, Notice of Appeal Request for Board of Review was mailed in and Mr. Will Huguet, Keen Miller, 

LLP no one appeared before the Board of Tax Review on behalf of the taxpayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bossier Parish Police Jury that Assessment No. 146240 be 

upheld as set by the Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, at $1,663,383. 

  The resolution was offered by Mr. Avery, seconded by Mr. Skaggs. Upon vote, it was duly adopted on this 20
th
 

day of September, 2017.  

RACHEL D. HAUSER       BOB BROTHERTON, PRESIDENT 

PARISH SECRETARY BOSSIER PARISH POLICE JURY 

***  

 Ms. Hauser announced that a protest was received from Bossier Land Acquisition Corp., for Promise Hospital of 

Louisiana, 2525 Viking Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111, Assessment No. 164493, but the protest was subsequently 

withdrawn by the taxpayer. 

***  

 There being no further protests, the Board of Tax Review was adjourned by the President. 

***  

 Motion was made by Ms. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Skaggs, to award the bid for the Road and Drainage 

Improvement ï South Segment Project No. 2017-488, in the amount of $350,941.05, to Cross Keys Construction, 

LLC , low bidder meeting bid specifications in accordance with bids received on September 7, 2017. 

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously.  Bid results are as follows: 

Bidder:      Bid Amount: 

3 Gen Construction    $431,651.38 

CW&W Contractors, Inc.    $457,944.00 

North Louisiana Construction Contractors, LLC $439,242.81 

Cross Keys Construction, LLC   $350,941.05 

F.J. Burnell, Inc.     $366,771.00 

***  

Ms. Hauser announced the public hearing to consider approval of the plat of the proposed development of 

Willow Creek at Benton Subdivision, located in Section 24, Township 20 North, Range 14 West, Bossier Parish, LA.  

This matter was tabled on September 6, 2017. 

Mr. Jerry Hartline, G&H Development, and Joey French, French Engineering, Inc., were present.  Mr. Hartline 

requested approval to develop a 55-acre tract of land into a subdivision, Willow Creek at Benton Subdivision, located at 

the corner of Old Plain Dealing Road and Willow Bend Road.  He stated that the proposed development would consist of 

10 lots with the minimum lot size being 2 ½ acres and the largest lot being 25 acres.  Mr. Hartline stated that a 50-foot 

setback is planned from the road on each lot. 

Mr. Hartline stated that a 2,300 square foot minimum will be required for the homes.  He stated that individual 

water wells and septic systems are planned.  Mr. Hartline stated that the driveways off Old Plain Dealing Road have been 

consolidated into two shared driveways, and a total of five driveways on Willow Bend Road are planned.  He stated that a 

special permitting process is required for the driveways on Willow Bend Road due to the large gas line that runs beneath 

the center of Willow Bend Road. 

Mr. Ford reported on a meeting with the gas pipeline company, Boardwalk Pipeline Partners, last week, stating 

that a 16-inch high pressure gas line exists beneath the center of Willow Bend Road.  He stated that the pipeline has been 

in place since 1929 and Willow Bend Road is encumbered with a 50-foot pipeline easement.  Mr. Ford stated that four or 

five driveways already exist on Willow Bend Road located within the 50-foot easement. 

Mr. Ford stated that a special permit will be required from the pipeline company for Lots 1-5 of the development 

for driveways on Willow Bend Road.  He stated that it will be required that the plat be amended to reflect that drive 
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access to Willow Bend Road will require an agreement with Boardwalk Pipeline Partners.  Mr. Ford stated that he 

received no indication from the pipeline company that the driveways would not be approved.  He stated that culverts for 

the driveways will be located within the 50-foot easement. 

Mr. Avery requested that the police jury be provided documents executed during the closing on each lot which 

provides that each purchaser of Lots 1-5 have been provided the necessary information pertaining to the required special 

permit from the pipeline company for driveways. 

Mr. Benton requested that the required special permits for driveways be obtained by Mr. Hartline from the 

pipeline company prior to the lots being sold to ensure approval of the driveways prior to selling the lots. 

Mr. Avery asked the depth of the pipeline on Willow Bend Road.  Mr. Ford stated that the top of the pipeline is 

36 inches from the top of the road.  He stated that the ditch is not within the 50-foot easement of the pipeline.  Mr. Avery 

asked for clarification as to the location of the pipeline.  Mr. Ford stated that he met representatives of Boardwalk 

Pipeline Partners on site, and they ensured him that the pipeline is located beneath the center of Willow Bend Road.  He 

stated that a representative from Boardwalk Pipeline Partners will be present before any digging will be allowed. 

Mr. Ford stated that the driveways located on Old Plain Dealing Road will be located at the top of the hill and 

all site distance requirements will be met.  He stated that he also reviewed the site distance on Willow Bend Road and 

determined that the driveway for Lot 3 will be located on the western edge of Lot 3 which will provide sufficient site 

distance.  He further stated that a driveway exists directly across Willow Bend Road from the proposed location of the 

driveway for Lot 3 on top of the hill. 

Mr. Ford stated that it is requested that the driveway location for Lot 2 be at the westerly edge of Lot 2 to ensure 

safety.  He stated that location of the future roadway into Willow Creek at Benton Subdivision and the driveway for Lot 4 

meet all site distance requirements. 

Mr. Ford reported on a meeting with Mr. Hartline and his legal counsel to discuss sidewalks.  He stated that Mr. 

Hartline requested that in lieu of sidewalks, a 10-foot walking trail be allowed at the back of the lots in Willow Creek at 

Benton Subdivision.  Mr. Hartline stated that the proposed walking trail would be paved with asphalt or concrete.  He 

further stated that it would be approximately five to six feet wide, and approximately 1,550 feet long. 

Ms. Bennett asked for information pertaining to streetlights.  Mr. Ford stated that parish regulations require 

streetlights when building new streets, but Mr. Hartline has agreed to place streetlights near the driveways.  He stated that 

the covenants state that homeowners will be required to install and maintain streetlights.  Mr. Avery expressed concern of 

the homeowner being responsible for installation of the streetlight.  Mr. Ford stated that as part of the building permit, 

streetlights will be required. 

Ms. Bennett asked if all subdivision requirements have been met by the developers, and the proposed walking 

trail and streetlights as presented today brings this proposed subdivision in compliance with all parish subdivision 

regulations.  Mr. Ford confirmed that the proposed subdivision is in compliance with all parish regulations as presented 

today. 

Mr. Cochran asked if any safety measures have been put in to place to ensure that small children will not be able 

to access any pasturelands surrounding the proposed subdivision which may contain bulls and other animals that could 

harm a child.   

Mr. Avery asked who will be responsible for maintaining the walking trail.  Mr. Ford stated that the homeowners 

association will own and maintain the walking trail.  Ms. Bennett asked if the covenants include these stipulations.  Mr. 

Hartline stated that he is unsure if the covenants have been revised to incorporate that the homeowners association will 

own and maintain the walking trail, as well as the permitting process for driveways on Willow Bend Road.  He assured 

the police jury that all stipulations as requested by the police jury will be included in the final draft of the covenants. 

Mr. Avery stated that he feels that placing sidewalks in the front of the lots will be less costly than constructing a 

walking trail in the back of the lots.  Mr. Jackson stated that open ditch drainage is planned for this development and 

sidewalks would have to be constructed on each individual lot which would be on private property and presents a 

problem.  He stated that it was determined that a walking trail located in the back of the lots for this development was a 

better solution to this issue. 

Mr. Avery stated that he is concerned that a child on a bicycle will be less likely to use the walking path located 

at the back of the lots.  Mr. Jackson stated that it is assumed that each lot will have gate access from their lot to the 

walking trail.  Mr. Benton stated that he feels that the walking trail located in the back of the lots may be a safer 

resolution to sidewalks in this situation.   

Mr. Ford stated that either sidewalks or a walking path is required, but open ditch drainage presents an issue 

with location of sidewalks in front yards.   

Mr. Ford stated that it was requested that a brick wall be constructed to keep the residents of the proposed 

development out of adjacent pastures, but zoning requirements do not require the developers to construct a brick wall.  

Mr. Ford stated that a five-strand barbed wire fence is already in place separating the proposed development from 

pasturelands. 

Mr. Avery stated that the main concern is that if Lot 10 is purchased within the proposed development, large 

farm animals could be placed on that property, and residents of the proposed development would not be protected from 

the animals. 

Mr. Jackson stated that there is no ordinance in place that requires fencing on a tract of land.  Mr. Avery stated 

that if Lot 10 is sold and farm animals are placed on the 25-acre tract, there will be no fence in place to keep the farm 

animals off the walking trail located behind the lots.  Ms. Carlotta Askew-Brown, Benton-Parish Metropolitan Planning 

Commission, stated that they are currently working to create an ordinance to allow animals on an R-1 zoned property.  

She stated that currently, no animals are allowed on an R-1 zoned property.  She further stated that the only animals that 

will be allowed will be a limited number of horses and chickens. 

Mr. Benton asked if the walking trail will be constructed prior to any lots being sold.  Mr. Jackson stated that all 

infrastructures must be complete prior to any lots being sold. 
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Motion was made by Ms. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Shewmake, to approve the plat of the proposed 

development of Willow Creek at Benton Subdivision, located in Section 24, Township 20 North, Range 14 West, 

Bossier Parish, LA, subject to the Parish Attorneyôs review and approval of the subdivision covenants. 

The President called for public comment.  Mr. Scott Smith, owner of the property located at the end of Willow 

Bend Road, stated that consideration needs to be taken when developing rural areas of Bossier Parish and how the 

decisions that are being made today could affect all future developments.  He requested that all agreements that have been 

made with G&H Development be made a part of the record to ensure that G&H Development follow through with what is 

required of them for this development.  Mr. Smith stated that the proposed plat presented today has been revised since the 

last public hearing, and the detention pond has been relocated.  He stated that he has questions that have not been 

addressed by the police jury today for the developers. 

Ms. Bennett stated that Mr. Smithôs questions have been reviewed and there are certain things that the police 

jury does not have the ability to address.  Mr. Smith stated that ordinances may not be in place to require certain things, 

but need to be considered in the future for future developments.  Ms. Bennett stated that the police jury takes into 

consideration all concerns, and those concerns are addressed as needed and ordinances are adopted to address those 

matters.  She stated that as the parish grows and develops, the police jury wants to do so in an orderly and safe manner, 

but the police jury cannot guarantee certain things will never happen. 

Ms. Bennett stated that G&H Development has worked to comply with all requests made by the police jury for 

this proposed development. 

Ms. Martha Reyenga, 1056 Old Plain Dealing Road, Benton, LA, requested that the speed limit be reduced from 

45 miles per hour to 35 miles per hour beginning at 865 Old Plain Dealing Road to 1172 Old Plain Dealing Road.  She 

stated that vehicles travel at a high rate of speed on Old Plain Dealing Road. 

Mr. Ford stated that after considering the concerns of citizens in the area of Old Plain Dealing Road and Willow 

Bend Road, he recommends that the speed limit be reduced from 45 miles per hour to 35 miles per hour to Willow Bend 

Road.  Ms. Reyenga requested that the 35 mile per hour speed limit be extended past Willow Bend Road. 

Ms. Reyenga stated that she does not see the need of streetlights at mailboxes on Old Plain Dealing Road 

because it will not be individual mail service on the west side of Old Plain Dealing Road.  She stated that a cluster box 

will be located just before the first driveway on Old Plain Dealing Road.  Ms. Bennett stated that they will monitor the 

need for streetlights off Old Plain Dealing Road. 

Votes were cast and the motion carried with the following vote recorded: 

AYES:  Ms. Bennett, Mr. Benton, Mr. Brotherton, Mr. Cook, Mr. Darby, Mr. Plummer, Mr. Rimmer, Mr. 

  Salzer, Mr. Shewmake, Mr. Skaggs 

NAYS:  Mr. Avery, Mr. Cochran  

ABSTAIN:  None 

ABSENT: None 

***  

Ms. Hauser announced the public hearing to consider approval of the Minor Plat for William Charles Ehrhardt, 

located in Section 9, Township 18 North, Range 11 West, Bossier Parish, LA. 

 Mr. William Ehrhardt stated that he inherited a 25-acre tract of land off Highway 80, and is requesting approval 

to subdivide four tracts of land from the 25-acre tract for his children to build homes.  Mr. Ford stated that a 40-foot 

servitude easement is planned as a private drive for access to each tract of land, and it is understood that the parish will 

never maintain this 40-foot servitude easement.   

 There being no objection, motion was made by Mr. Cook, seconded by Mr. Avery, to approve the Minor 

Plat for William Charles Ehrhardt, located in Section 9, Township 18 North, Range 11 West, Bossier Parish, LA, 

with the understanding that the Bossier Parish Police Jury will never maintain any portion of the 40-foot 

servitude easement. 

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

***  

Ms. Hauser announced the public hearing to consider approval of the Minor Plat for Kevin Meadows, located in 

Section 11, Township 20 North, Range 13 West, Bossier Parish, LA. 

No one was present on behalf of the applicant/developer.  Mr. Ford stated that Mr. Meadows is requesting 

approval to subdivide a 1.555-acre tract of land from a larger tract of land for mortgage purposes to build a home.  He 

stated that an existing private drive will be used to access the smaller tract of land.  

There being no objection, motion was made by Ms. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Avery, to approve the Minor 

Plat for Kevin Meadows, located in Section 11, Township 20 North, Range 13 West, Bossier Parish, LA. 

The President called for public comment.  There being none, votes were cast and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

***  

Ms. Hauser announced the public hearing to consider approval of the plat of the proposed development of Turtle 

Creek Subdivision, Unit No. 3, located in Sections 2 and 11, Township 19 North, Range 13 West, Bossier Parish, LA. 

Ms. Michan Holbrook, Coyle Engineering Co., Inc., stated that the proposed development is a continuation of 

the existing units of Turtle Creek Subdivision, and consists of 52 additional lots.  She stated that this proposed unit is part 

of the original masterplan that was approved for Turtle Creek Subdivision in 2010.  She stated that the masterplan was 

revised recently. 

Mr. Ford stated that the proposed Unit No. 3 will be accessed from Parks Road, and is a continuation of the 

existing Turtle Creek Subdivision, Unit Nos. 1 and 2.  He stated that water will be provided by CBB Water and sewerage 

service will be provided by Eagle Water.  He further stated that streetlights and sidewalks are planned. 
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Mr. Ford stated that a drainage study has been received which shows that drainage will drain into an existing wet 

pond, and it has been determined that the existing wet pond has sufficient capacity for a 25-year flood event.  He stated 

that the proposed development meets all parish subdivision regulations and recommended approval.   

Ms. Holbrook stated that a portion of the drainage will drain into a proposed pond on Lot 1004.  She stated that 

there is an existing wet pond located on Lot 1002 and an existing dry pond on Lot 1003. 

Ms. Bennett stated that the masterplan for Turtle Creek Subdivision has been approved.  She stated that in order 

to continue the parish sewer district into this area, it must be developed in order to justify extending the service to this 

area.  She further stated that oxidation ponds would no longer be needed if the parish sewer district provided the 

sewerage service. 

Mr. Ford stated that currently, the oxidation pond owned by Eagle Water provides sewerage treatment.  He 

stated that when Unit No. 2 was approved, there was public concern pertaining to the effluent discharge into Cypress 

Lake, and the parish began looking into ways to remove oxidation ponds.  Mr. Ford stated that a plan was developed at 

that time that the parish would purchase Eagle Water and the Jones Cypress Gardens Subdivision systems and ponds, as 

well as Cypress Bend Subdivision, Cypress Bend Village Subdivision, and Haymeadow Subdivision.  He stated that 

approximately two years ago an option was signed with Eagle Water for the parish to purchase the remaining systems by 

November or December of 2018.  Mr. Ford stated that some systems have already been purchased by the parish in this 

area, and work has already begun to ensure that sewerage from Turtle Creek Subdivision can be pumped to the parish 

sewer plant.  There was further discussion pertaining to funding for the purchase of the sewer plants. 

Ms. Bennett asked if there are any concerns with adding the number of homes in this unit at this time to the 

oxidation pond.  Mr. Ford recommended approval of Unit No. 3 subject to Department of Health and Department of 

Environmental Quality approval.  He stated that the oxidation pond may need some modifications, and that Eagle Water 

is in the process of making those modifications and submitting plans for approval to DHH. 

Mr. Benton asked how many more homes are planned for the Turtle Creek Subdivision development.  Ms. 

Holbrook stated that there are a total of 485 lots planned, and 100 lots have already been developed. 

Mr. Ford stated that $55 million has been spent to clean up other systems in the parish, and there is a plan in 

place to clean up the systems in this area in the future.  He stated that the parish sewer district will have a huge economic 

impact on Bossier Parish. 

Mr. Robert Aiello, developer, stated that he is working closely with Coyle Engineering Co., Inc., on the Turtle 

Creek Subdivision development.  He stated that Unit No. 3 is part of a masterplan which has already been approved, and 

the homes in Unit No. 3 will be consistent with the existing homes in Unit Nos. 1 and 2.  Mr. Aiello stated that 

development of Unit No. 3 will help solve a larger problem and will help with improvements to sewer and drainage.  He 

stated that drainage to the existing Unit No. 2 pond will be reduced and redirected to the new retention pond. 

Motion was made by Ms. Bennett, seconded by Mr . Rimmer, to approve the plat of the proposed 

development of Turtle Creek Subdivision, Unit No. 3, located in Sections 2 and 11, Township 19 North, Range 13 

West, Bossier Parish, LA. 

The President called for public comment.  Mr. Ed Cooper, resident of property on Cypress Black Bayou, stated 

that his concern is that there is no aeriation in the existing oxidation ponds that are dumping into the lake.  Mr. Cooper 

asked for confirmation regarding aeriation on the existing oxidation ponds.  Mr. Ford stated that he is unable to confirm 

the existence of aeriation on the ponds, but they are required to meet all DHH and DEQ requirements.  He stated that 

there are plans in the future for the parish to take over these systems and the oxidation ponds will be removed. 

Mr. Cooper stated that it is possible that Cypress Black Bayou may be potable water in the future, and he is 

concerned that effluent is being pumped into the lake.  There was additional discussion regarding the possibility of a 

water plant in the future to serve this area of Bossier Parish. 

Mr. James Harvey and Ms. Ashley Harvey, 260 W. Lakeshore Drive, Benton, LA, were present.  Mr. Harvey 

requested clarification as to the type of pre-existing pond in this area.  Ms. Holbrook stated that the existing pond is a 

detention pond.  Ms. Harvey stated that their property faces the existing detention pond and drainage from the detention 

pond drains across their property. 

Mr. Harvey presented the following photograph from flooding that occurred across W. Lakeshore Drive: 

 

 
Mr. Harvey stated that W. Lakeshore Drive is a dead end road, and it is his understanding that access to lots for Unit No. 

3 will be just past the detention pond on W. Lakeshore Drive.  He stated that when there is a history of water going across 

a roadway and is impassable, it is a safety hazard and proves that the existing detention pond is not properly functioning. 

 Mr. Harvey requested that the police jury consider making someone accountable for this detention pond and 

changing how the pond drains through his property so that it is not an adverse effect due to someone developing property 

upland from where his property is located.  Mr. Brotherton asked how often the water overtops the roadway.  Mr. Harvey 

stated that it is hard to determine, but approximately one to three times per year.  Mr. Brotherton asked what date the 

photo presented was taken.  Ms. Askew-Brown stated it was August of 2016.  Mr. Harvey stated that the total rainfall 
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amount was presented at the Benton-Parish MPC meeting for the date of the photograph and it was not a 25-year flood 

event. 

 Ms. Harvey stated that they have lived in their home for three years and every time it rains the water overflows 

the detention pond and through their property. She stated that it does not take a lot of rain for the detention pond to back 

up on that side of the road and flow over the roadway.  She further stated that in the three years they have lived in their 

home, they have seen the water overtop the road on multiple occasions.   

 Mr. Harvey presented the following photograph of the weir installed on the dam for the detention pond: 

 

 
Mr. Harvey stated that the concrete with riprap had to be concreted over in the past to sustain the amount of flow that is 

going over the weir that was washing out.   

 Mr. Harvey requested that the parish fix the drainage issues and take into consideration what is happening to 

their property due to the continued development of Turtle Creek Subdivision.  He stated that their property is eroding 

because of the amount of drainage going across their property has increased due to the development of Turtle Creek 

Subdivision.  He further requested that those living on the other side of the detention pond that are unable to leave their 

properties when the roadway is flooded also be considered, as well as the inability of emergency services being able to 

reach them. 

 Ms. Bennett stated that all issues are being considered and plans are being considered to address issues as they 

are revealed.   

 Mr. Skaggs asked if Coyle Engineering designed the drainage from the detention pond into the lake.  Ms. 

Holbrook stated that the detention pond is designed with the weir so the flow is restricted from the subdivision.  Mr. 

Skaggs asked if the drainage pipe under the street was part of the design for Turtle Creek Subdivision.  Ms. Holbrook 

stated that there was an existing 24-inch pipe beneath the road, but it was an existing pipe and Coyle Engineering did not 

design the pipe. 

 Ms. Holbrook stated that the width of the weir was designed to constrict the amount of water that is released.  

Mr. Benton asked if a larger pipe beneath the roadway would help resolve the drainage issue on the Harveyôs property.  

Mr. Ford presented the history of the drainage design in that area.  He stated that the parish implemented the 25-year 

detention for development to protect property owners that live across the street from new development.  Mr. Ford stated 

that all areas on W. Lakeshore Drive where water crosses the road is in a flowage easement and a portion of the Harveyôs 

lot is encumbered by a flowage easement which was purchased many years ago.  Mr. Ford stated that development cannot 

occur in a flowage easement without obtaining permission from the Cypress Black Bayou Recreation and Water 

Conservation District. 

 Mr. Harvey stated that the flowage easement on their property is not for the parish, but for the Cypress Black 

Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation Districtôs lake in the event the lake fills up so that water can be disbursed onto 

their property.  He stated that the flowage easement is not for drainage from a development across the street.  He further 

stated that a larger pipe beneath the roadway would in fact help with drainage issues.  He stated that if there were 

preexisting drainage issues in this area, this should have been brought before the public prior to the detention pond being 

installed. 

 Mr. Skaggs asked if the Harveyôs were made aware that a portion of their property was in a flowage easement 

when they purchased the property.  Mr. Harvey stated that they were made aware of the flowage easement for Cypress 

Black Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation District for the lake when they purchased the property.  Mr. Ford stated 

that not only is it a flowage easement, but it is also a natural drainage.  There was further discussion regarding ownership 

of the flowage easement.   

 Mr. Ford stated that as a natural drainage, water has flowed from the opposite side of the road to the lake long 

before there was development.  He stated that all locations where there is a pipe beneath the road are a natural drainage.  

Mr. Harvey stated that a topographical map may show a natural drainage across their property, but there has never been 

an erosion problem until the detention pond was installed across the road that added water flowing through a preexisting 

culvert.  Mr. Skaggs asked if the detention pond was already installed prior to the Harveyôs purchasing the property.  Mr. 

Harvey stated that the detention pond did exist when they purchased the property.  Ms. Harvey stated that there is no 

creek that runs across their property, and there is only a low area in the topography.  She stated that when the water flows 

onto their property from the detention pond, it spreads out across the property and there is no certain track or creek that if 

flows to the lake. 

 Mr. Avery asked if the Harveyôs would consider allowing the parish to install a concrete ditch on their property 

to assist with the drainage.  Mr. Harvey stated that they would consider a concrete ditch, but plans would have to be 

presented to them before they could make a final decision.  Ms. Harvey stated that they propose that the detention pond 

be improved to function as a detention pond and not stay full of water year round. 
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 Mr. Avery stated that in a flash flood situation, the detention pond is going to overflow and while improvements 

could be made, it is not a solution to water draining onto the Harveyôs property.  Mr. Harvey recommended control of the 

outflow of the detention pond be considered.  He stated that he feels that the detention pond is a recreational token for 

Turtle Creek Subdivision and is not serving its purpose as a detention pond.  Mr. Harvey requested that all issues 

presented today be taken into consideration and not make the landowners located downstream burden all of the 

responsibility of fixing the drainage issues. 

 Mr. Ford stated that the detention pond was designed as a wet pond with a weir and designed for a 25-year flood 

event.  He stated that he reached out to Mr. Harvey on multiple occasions in the past to discuss these issues.  Mr. Ford 

stated that when Turtle Creek Subdivision was presented to the police jury several years ago, Jones Cypress Gardens 

Subdivision did not dedicate drainage easements to the police jury at the locations where the water crosses the road.  He 

stated that no one from W. Lakeshore Drive appeared at the public hearings for Unit No. 1 to express any concerns about 

drainage. He further stated that he advised the police jury at that time that the parish did not have any drainage easements, 

but that he would reach out to the landowners and request that they grant drainage easements to the parish so that 

improvements could be made.  Mr. Ford stated that there were drainage issues prior to Turtle Creek Subdivision, Unit 

No. 1, being developed, and there are flowage easements in three locations on portions of properties on W. Lakeshore 

Drive.  He stated that he met with Mr. Harvey, and during the second meeting, Mr. Harvey had an attorney present for 

that meeting requesting a copy of the drainage report which was provided.  He further stated that the last time he spoke 

with Mr. Harvey was at the Benton-Parish MPC meeting for the public hearing for Unit No. 3. 

 Mr. Avery asked the Harveyôs if they would be willing to sell the parish a portion of the property.  Mr. Harvey 

stated that the property would have to be subdivided in order to do so, and they would need to be presented with a plan 

prior to any decisions being made.  Ms. Harvey stated that they would want to retain the lake front portion of the property 

to build a boathouse. 

 Mr. Skaggs stated that he has spoken with representatives of Cypress Black Bayou Recreation and Water 

Conservation District and they are amicable to possibly purchasing the property to improve the area.  Ms. Harvey stated 

that they have not been approached with any of these offers, and that they would be willing to meet further to discuss this 

matter. 

 Mr. Harvey requested that the police jury not burden them with all of the discharge of water from the detention 

pond in Turtle Creek Subdivision.  Ms. Bennett requested that the Harveyôs remain open minded to possible resolutions 

for the drainage issues in this area.  She stated that this development is a positive addition to Bossier Parish economically. 

 Mr. Harvey stated that adding more homes to this detention pond will exacerbate the drainage issues.  Ms. Harvey stated 

that they have not received anything in writing from Mr. Ford or the parish for any proposals as it pertains to their 

property. 

 Mr. Cochran asked if the detention pond was designed to hold water all the time.  Mr. Ford stated that it is a wet 

pond and holds water. 

 Mr. David Buford, 336 W. Lakeshore Drive, Benton, LA, stated that due to the erosion, W. Lakeshore Drive is 

beginning to cave in.  He stated that erosion proves that too much water is flowing through the detention pond into the 

culvert and over the roadway.  He further stated that the 25-year flood event regulation is not sufficient, and development 

is causing additional flooding issues.  He recommended that the parishôs policy be changed to a 100-year flood event. 

 Mr. Buford stated that some of the lots in Unit No. 3 are facing W. Lakeshore Drive, and existing lots on W. 

Lakeshore Drive are approximately 100 feet wide.  He stated that the lots for Unit No. 3 are 68, 70 and 72 feet wide, and 

requested that the lots accessing W. Lakeshore Drive be a minimum 100-feet in width to reflect existing lots. 

 Mr. Buford requested that the minimum square footage for homes facing W. Lakeshore Drive be 2,000 square 

feet to reflect the size of existing homes. 

 Ms. Bennett asked if the covenants for Unit No. 3 have already been filed.  Mr. Aiello stated that a draft has 

been submitted to the parish engineer for review only.  He stated that the proposed covenants are the same as the 

covenants for Unit Nos. 1 and 2.  He further stated that all lots fronting on W. Lakeshore Drive have the same restrictions 

as the lots in Turtle Creek Subdivision.  Mr. Aiello stated that the width of the lots on W. Lakeshore Drive are between 

70 and 100 feet.  He stated that the typical home in Turtle Creek Subdivision is valued at $250,000.00 up to $400,000.00. 

 Mr. Avery asked if Mr. Aiello would consider enlarging the lots facing W. Lakeshore Drive.  Mr. Aiello stated 

that the lots as presented match what currently exists in Turtle Creek Subdivision and the lots are a part of Turtle Creek 

Subdivision.  He stated that there are several lots on W. Lakeshore Drive that have mobile homes and are not 100 feet in 

width.  Mr. Aiello stated that he does not feel that lots in Turtle Creek Subdivision facing W. Lakeshore Drive should be 

changed in size as they are consistent with what already exists in the subdivision. 

 Mr. Rimmer asked about the minimum square footage of the homes.  Mr. Aiello stated that a minimum square 

footage for a home in all of his developments is 1,500 square feet.  He stated that the typical home in Turtle Creek 

Subdivision is approximately 2,000 square feet and up. 

 Mr. Kevin Hammond, representing the Cypress Black Bayou Preservation Society, a non-profit formed by the 

citizens of the Cypress Lake community, was present.  He stated that he is addressing the proposed Turtle Creek 

Subdivision, Unit Nos. 3, 4 and 5.  He further stated that the motion to adopt the plat for Unit No. 3 is premature and 

there are significant issues that have been presented pertaining to flooding.  Mr. Hammond stated that an additional 

concern is the oxidation pond at Cypress Gardens Subdivision.   

 Mr. Hammond stated that the requirement for the police jury to vote in favor of a plat is that it meets all parish 

requirements.  He stated that the proposed plat presented today does not meet all parish requirements because adoption of 

the masterplan and proposed adoption of the plat for Unit No. 3 assumes that the parish will take over the sewer system in 

the future.  He further stated that Mr. Ford has mentioned that the Cypress Garden Subdivision pond does not actually 

have tertiary three-stage clearing.   

 Mr. Hammond stated that they have been watching the Cypress Garden Subdivision pond for the last six weeks, 

and under the EPA Clean Water Act, DEQ state standards, and local standards, it exceeds the limits on its effluent.   

 Mr. Hammond presented the following documents and requested that they be entered into the record: 
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